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The Journal, like the École Polytechnique itself, was a product of the French Revolution. The first series, which ran from 1794 to 1894, was more than a research journal. It was a public face for debates about the nature and purpose of research and higher education in France: the place of mathematics in engineering, architecture, and other disciplines was debated, as was the place for mechanics, physics, and chemistry. It is marked by some major dates in French history: 1816, 1830, and, if less so, by 1870. The second series continued this tradition, with a greater emphasis on research, and like the first series was a showcase where promising young mathematicians could begin to publish their ideas.
